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because Germany's policy in this affair is so manifestly
dictated by the nature of things, those who hatch political
canards and peddle with national idiosyncracies are eager in
their search after malicious arrikres-pensles. The so-called
Tunisian question has been up to the present moment a
purely French concern, of no importance save from the
standpoint of France's internal policy, i.e., as a lay-figure
upon which she may experimentalise with her new civil and
military organisation. Nothing is more natural than that
she should do in Tunis whatever her military and political
interests may require. Every French success in Tunis must
necessarily be advantageous to the interests of the rest of
Europe, which are constantly being prejudiced by the
disorder prevailing in such abortive States as the Regency.
French successes in that direction are welcome to Germany
because they keep France in a good humour. The
preservation of peace cannot be more effectively achieved
than by contenting those who were formerly our enemies
for reasons that belong to the past and have nothing what-
ever to do with the present Every former enmity becomes
in time a political chiffre which may be exactly appraised
and utilised in a peaceful calculation, such as is far prefer-
able to a calculation with an untrustworthy factor, neither
friend nor foe."

It was obvious who was meant by this "factor." Tunis
in French hands could not be agreeable to England, any
more than France's whole new colonial policy; which first
took action in the annexation of that portion of the
Mediterranean coast and subsequently awakened English
jealousies in Madagascar and Tonkin and on the Congo.
Apart from this, the German Chancellor's standpoint in the
Tunis question was the following. " In this matter French
statesmen alone are competent to judge and act, and they